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might make him only No. 2 at his position

Butt'r Topp’s 1978 national
qualifiers open season Sunday

CLEAR LAKE — Buttr Topp of Clear
Lake will open its 1979 fastpitch softhall
season Sunday with the same lineup that
produced a 10ih-place finisher at the 1978
American Seofthall Association national
tournament.

Butt'r Topp, a perennial regional pow-
er, again will be managed by Paul Espi-
nosa, now living in Denison. Last year,
his club wound up 80-25 overall after
winning the state and regional champion-
ships to qualify for the 22-team US.
meet.

That regional title assures Butt’r Topp
.of an automatic berth in this year’s re-
gional, which will be at Omaha, Neb., on
Labor Day weekend.

Bob Sturges led Butt'r Topp in hitting with a .370 mark last
year. He also belted 21 home runs and drove in a team-leading
74 runs.

o

Rick Kriz hit .338 with 16 homers and 70 RBI, John Ege hit

.328 with 22 homers and 65 RBI, Lance Dreesman hit 318
and Roger Buddin was at .308 for a club that averaged .299 at
the plate.

Both of last year’s pitching regulars, Dallas Slagle and Dale
Root, again will handle much of the mound duty. Slagle, in a
big comeback year for him, was 35-8 with an earned-run aver-
age of 1.76 while Root was 41-16 with a 1.28 ERA.

However, Gene Olson has been added to the pitching staff
along with infielder Zip Hanson. Those two both played with
Des Moines GiGis last year and Olson was a pickup for Buttr
Topp for the regional and national tourneys.

Butt'r Topp again will compete in the Central Iowa Classic
League in Des Moines each week while competing in mostly
tournaments on the weekends. The CICL includes Des
Moines Reames, D.M. Bombers, Ankeny, West D.M. Mer-
chants and Cedar Rapids Kirby.

The league champ will earn a berth in the International
Softball Congress world fournament in Bakersfield, Calif.,
August 17-26. Butt’r Topp and Reames shared the title a year
ago.

However, Espinosa tabbed Kirby as the pre-season favorite
because of some off-season acquisitions, including two top
players from New Zealand.

Butt'r Topp will be host to a 10-team round-robin tourna-
ment June 18-17 at the softball complex in Clear Lake.

Butt’r Topp has three other home dates on ifs schedule, in-
cluding a July 31 twinbill against the All-0-Matic A’s, a strong
Canadian feam from Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.

. . suidncu Offense.
Sut, them, there are a few other the irade that sent O.J. Simpson to San
quarterbacks drifting around t{he NFL Francisco, is expected to choose Ohio

3108,
Buffale, with the No. 1 pick obtained 1.

who weren't classic drop-back iypes in  State linebacker Tem Cousineau.

£2-19

Espinosa noted that the ASA has made two major changes

tions.

‘in playing rules, adding the designated-hitter and re-entry op-

“That'll definitely help us. We definitely expect fo be
stronger but will have to work harder because of coming off
such a great season in 1978. Everyone will be locking to knock

us off,” said Espinosa.

Butt'r Topp’s opener Sunday is a tripleheader at Mankato
against the home team, plus Byerly’s and St. James.

Espinosa expressed concern about the threat of a gas shor-
tage this summer. “It could wipe out softball on weekends if
it becomes serious,” he said. Butt’r Topp travels a considera-
ble distance to most of its weekend tourneys.

In response to that threat, many teams that are host for a
tournament have made their meets round-robin so traveling
teams are guaranteed a certain number of games.

Weekend schedule

May & — Tripleheader at Manka-
to.
May 10 — Waterign, away, 7:30
p.am. :

May 32 — HNortheast lowa All-
Stars, Decorab, 7:30 p.m.

May 19-20 — Bomber Tourna-
ment, Des Moines.

May 26-28 — Cedar Rapids round
robin fourney.

June 2-3 — Sisux Falls tourney.

June 9-18 — Fort Dodge tourney.

June 16-17 — Butt'r Top fourney,
id-team round robin.

June 23-24 — Eau Claire, Wis.,
tourney
- June 30-July 1 — Des Moines
Reamaes round robin fourney

July 3 — Mankate, at Ledyard, 7
p.m.

AR

July 7-8 — Series vs. Sioux City
All-Stars, away

July 14-15 — Mankato tourney

July 21-22 — Madisoen teurney

July 2829 — St Joseph, Mo,
round-robin isorney .

July 31 — Saskatoon. Canada.
home, 7 p.m.

August 8 — Waterloo, home

August 1312 - paankate, Al
American 8ar. Cedar Rapids Kirby,
home

Auvgust 13 — Ames Palmas, away,
7 p.m.

Avgust 17-26 — 1SC Wortd Touraa-
ment, Bakersfield, Calit.

August 31-Sept. 3 — ASA Region-
al, Omaha, Neb.

Sept. 7-15 — ASA Nationals, Mid-
1and. Mich.
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CEDAR RAPIDS, IA. — After four

days of competition and 30 games at
Ellis Park, it was the weather that
determined the Men’s State Fast-
Pitch softball champion.

‘Threatening conditions and tornado
warnings in the area Sunday night
forced cancellation of the champion-
ship game — leaving Modern Piping
.of Cedar Rapids and the Des Moines
Bombers as offical ceo-state
. champions for 1979.
. Modern Piping came out of the

losers’ bracket — winning five
straight games Sunday to gain the
title series. Bombers pitcher Tony
Hunhoff allowed only two hits but
Modern Piping put them back-to-back
te produce tk> game's only run for a
1-0 triumph.

The Bombers went unbeaten in the
winners’ bracket, and needed only to
defeat Modern Piping once in two |
games to claim the title outright. A
two-out single by Bruce Hotchkiss
and a iriple by Mike Pallison gave
‘Modern Piping the one-run victory. °

With each ieam having one loss in

the double-elimination tournament,
the final game was canceled by the
weather.

Both teams advance to the regional

tournament at Omaha, Neb., over the :
Labor Day weekend. Modern Piping |

won a coin flip to represent Iowa as
the “champion” in the pairings.
Modern Piping staried its march

oui of the losers’ bracket with an 1-0 |

vietory over city rival Collins Radio.
Modern, Piping then edged Sovereign
-of Cresco by the same score.

The Cedar Rapids team avenged an

earlier nine-inning loss to Sully in the
losers’ bracket final.
. Roger Rubs scored four runs and

cracked three hits including a home
run to back the four-hit pitching of
Dean Olson and give the Bombers a
7-Bvictoryover8unyinthewxms
brackst game.

- Bombers’ left ficlder Tom Peterson
was named the most valuable player
in the tournament. He batted 429 in
five games, smacking a homer and
driving in five runs.

Modern Piping’s Gregg Bosch was

tha maet valuhala nitoher.

Butt'r Topp

hits .370,

wins sixth tourney title

MADISON, Wis. — Paul Espinosa
just couldn’t explain if.

“QOur hitting was awesome. I don’t
know what fo say. That’s as geod a
hitting by any team in a weekend
tournament that I’ve ever seen,” said
the manager of Clear Lake Buit'r
Topp, which hit a whopping .370 with
12 home runs in destroying six oppe-

nents en route fo the Madison Invita-
tional fasipitch seoftball fourney title
here Sunday.

The teurney erewn was Buit'r
Teopp's sixth this seasen and hiked the
Bakers’ record to a glossy 43-15.

Butt'r Topp swept all the individual
honors, too. Outfielder Dave King
was named mest valuable player in
the meet after he bit 412 with three .
homers and made several outstanding
defensive plays. Bob Sturges batted
706 with four home runs and 10 BBI
to earn the fop hitter award.

Dale Root, who siopped Ebach of
Bloomington, IIi., 31 in the title game
and won another game, was named
the tourney’s top pitcher.

Bob Weber, Lance Dreesman and
Scott Peterson each hit over .400.

Ebach (41-8) won all of its tourna-
ments last year and was fresh off a
victery in the prestigious Stars and
Stripes tourney in Aurora, Iil. But
Buit’r Topp raked ace Phil Beimer
for 10 hits. Sturges hit {wo home rus
and Bob Harken ripped 2 two-run dou-
ble in support of Root’s five-hit piich-

ing.

Buit’r Topp opened the fourney
with a 3-0 win over Benton Harbor,
Mich. Gene Olson tossed a one-hitter.

In an 11-3 win gver Allcar of
Antigo, Wis., defending state ISC
champ, Sturges secked a threerun
homer and he and Bob Weber got
three hits apiece.

The next win was an §38 decision
ogver Kankakee, Iil., in which Rich
Larson and Harken homered.

Dave King, Jim King and Sturges
each homered in an 11-2 viciory over
Bowiing Greene, Wis.

In the semifinals, Buit’r Topp trip-

* ped Elkbart, Ind., 16-6 behind Olson’s

two-hitter.

Butt’r Topp will play in the Des
Moines Heames tournsy next week-
end. ’
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Butt'r Topp

places fourth .

: . 1
in regional \*

OMAHA, Neb. — “We played great
ball except for one inning,” said Paul Es-
pinosa.

And that one inning was 2 very costly
one for Clear Lake Butt'r Topp as the de-
fending American Softball Association

~ regional fastpitch champs finished fourth

in their bid for a repeat trip to the na-
tional tournament at the regional meet
here the past weekend. °

That bad inning came in the first
frame of Butt’r Topp’s second-round, 5-2
loss to the Des Moines Bombers, who
eventually beai Cedar Rapids Modemn
Piping 1-0 for the regional crown.

The Bombers raked Butt’r Topp start-
ing pitcher Phil Wilkinson for five runs.

With ne outs, Jerry Raifs relieved Wilk- -

inson and threw four-hit, shutout ball for
the remainder of the contest. But Butt'r
Topp couldn’t overcome the early dam-
age.

In ifs tourney opener, Buif'r Topp
whipped U.S. Contractors of Kansas City
7-0 behind Gene Olson’s seven-strikeout
one-hitter. Butt'r Topp bats unloaded 16
hits and the Bakers scored three runs in
the first inning on four hits. John Egegot
three hits while Bob Sturges, Rich Smith
and Rick Kriz each got a pair for the
Clear Lake club. -

After the loss to the Bombers, Dale
Root tossed a three-hitter to help Butt'r
Topp to a 24 victory in the loser’s brack-
et. Both of the winners’ runs scored on
€ITorS. ’

' Walnut Products of 8t. Joseph, Mo.,

then sidelined Butt’r Topp in a 3-1 deci-
sion. Butt’r Topp’s only run was a homer
by Sturges in the seventh inning.

Two Butt’r Topp veterans turned in
excellent hitting performances during
the tourney. Smith hit .571 and Sturges
hit .455.

“1 still think we had the best team
er Espinosa. His club
closed the 1979 campaign with 2 55-33 re-
cord.
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Butt'r Topp racks up

7th tourney crown a\4

DES MOINES — Paul Espinosa says “without a doubt this is our best
team ever.” ) o )
‘hough Butt’r Topp twice has been a national qualifier, mciudm_g
tw?:;a:s ago, Espinosa ng)ay be right. The manager of Clear Ifake Butt’r
Topp’s powerful fastpitch softball team directed the club to its seventh
tournament title, and fourth straight, in t(l;e Des Moines Reames Tourna-
t of Champions here the past weckend. ) » )
meT!:;e Bakerspwon five consecutive games, stopping the Des Moines
Bombers 3-0 in the {itle match as Gene Olson ﬂl;}ped a three-hitter and
extended his scoreless-innings string to 4751-3. Butt'r Topp got two runs in
the third on a walk, John Ege’s triple and an error. .
Buii’r Topp now is 48-15 and has won 14 straight games. “Our speed

"and defense is much better this year with the new guys we've got. And

T 2, 2 k2 3 ES'

've stili got the good velerans, too. It's a good mixture,” said
;ien:sa w}mie team will play in the Walnut Producis tourney at St.
Joseph’s, Mo., next weekend.- ) )

B?xptitls’ Topp opened the Reames tourney by beatmg Obyrne Electric of
Springfield, Mo., a national qualifier several f{imes in recent years, 2-0
behind Olson’s six-hitter. Bob Sturges’ double, Lance Dreesman’s single
and an error gave the winners their runs against all-American pitcher Ed
N 62 win over the Des Moines Bombers, Dale Root tossed a four-
hitter and Sturges delivered a two.ran single. .

Butt’'r Topp beat U.S. Contractors of Kansas Cit_y 18-& behind Dallas
Slagle’s one-hitter and a four-run first inning featuring triples by Drees-
man, Jim King and Dave King and Rick Kriz’ homg Tum.

Two runs in the seventh gave Buit’t Topp a 4-3 win over Walnut Prqd-
uets. Rich Smith’s double and an error pushed in the runs and Root fin-
ished with a five-hitter.
mlz}lso‘:;,1 Ege, Sturges, Dave King, Smith and Dreesman all made the all-
tourney team. Also, Ege was pamed most valuable player and Bob
Harken most valuable coach. .




