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LEE A. RATHJE
Cedar Rapids

Lee A. Rathje, 83, of
Cedar Rapids, passed away
at his home on Dec. 19, 2023,
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Funeral services will
be held at 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 28, 2023, at
Cedar Memorial Chapel of
Memories, with visitation
from 4 to 7 p.m. on Dec. 27,
2023, at the Cedar Memorial
Chapel Stateroom.
Interment will be held in
Cedar Memorial Park &
Cemetery (Garden of the
Cross), Cedar Rapids, Iowa, next to his wife JoAnn.

Lee was born March 2, 1940, on the family farm
near Newhall, to Henry and Emma (Haerther) Rathje.
He graduated from Newhall High School, with the
“Class of 1957." He married JoAnn Catherine Bascom
on Aug. 9, 1959, at St. John Lutheran Church in
Newhall. Lee farmed the family farm until 1964 and
then moved to Cedar Rapids to work at Collins. Lee
retired in 1995, then sub-contracted until 2000. Lee then
enjoyed several part time employers, Sherman-
Williams, Evans Enterprises, Cabinets Galore and CR
Toyota as a shuttle driver.

He is survived by his two sons, Ricky Lee and
wife Rebel Rathje of Marion, Randy Lee and wife
Kimberly Rathje of Sun Prairie, Wis., and daughter
Renee Jo and husband Dan Ellsworth of Winneconne
Wis.; five grandchildren, Angelica Renee Rathje (Tim
Schmuecker), Chelsea Rose (Jamison) Albright, Tanner
Lee Rathje (Sara Rodriquez), Ross James (Erin)
Ellsworth, Carlee Jo Ellsworth; five great-
grandchildren, Aideyn Lee, Breklyn Jo, Brielle Rose,
Emersyn Ann, Josie Lee, and Brooks Gunnar. He is
also survived by his brother-in-law, James Bascom,
sisters-in-law, Donna and Karla Bascom, and Jeanne
Rathje; several beloved nieces and nephews.

Lee was preceded in death by his parents, the love
his life JoAnn, two brothers, Hank and Glen (Arlys),
and sister Ardith (Jack).

Lee was an active member of Bethany Lutheran
Church, served on the Hiawatha City Council, Cedar
Boat Club and the Elks Club #251. In 1976, Lee and Jo
purchased a boat house at Ellis Boat Harbor. They met
and had many lasting friendships at the harbor and
continued to be a common place for cherished
memories with family and friends, plus good boating.
The greatest joy in his life was his family, especially
his grandchildren and great-grandchildren whom he
loved so dearly. He was a loving husband, father,
grandfather, great-grandfather, brother, uncle, and
friend and will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

Lee enjoyed his boat house, boating on the Cedar
River, playing a good tune on the organ, singing old
time songs and karaoke, woodworking, home
improvements and completing creative projects for
family and friends. He will forever be remembered as
being able to try and fix anything, and you can’t forget
his beloved label maker.

A memorial fund has been established in his
name.

Online condolences may be left at
www.cedarmemorial.com under obituaries.

Donna A. Foege
3/22/1939 - 8/27/2018

MERRY CHRISTMAS
Heavenly Merry Christmas Donna.
I really miss the empty chair at the
holiday table. Even though you won’t

be here in person, your spirit still lives on.
Love, Jack

Joanne J. Hartman
July 7, 1936 -- Dec. 26, 2012

To see your face and smile,
To laugh with you and talk a while,
To be together in the same old way,
Would be our greatest wish today.
Love, Brad, Bonnie and Brooke

JAMES EDWARD KOSS
Solon

James Edward Koss,
81, of Solon, passed away on
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2023, at
the Dennis and Donna
Oldorf Hospice House of
Mercy, Hiawatha from a
brief illness. Visitation will
be 4 to 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 3, 2024, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Solon.
Funeral Mass will be 10:30
a.m. Thursday, Jan. 4, 2024,
at St. Mary’s. Burial will
follow in St. Bridget’s
Cemetery – Nolan
Settlement. Brosh Chapel and The Avacentre in Solon
is in charge of arrangements.

James “Jim” was born on Jan. 22, 1942, in Iowa
City, the son of Edward and Elizabeth (Fuhrmeister)
Koss. He graduated from Solon High School, Class of
1960. Jim was united in marriage to Linda Arnold on
Oct. 24, 1975, in Dixon, Ill.

Jim’s greatest passions were farming, faith, and
family (not necessarily in that order). He was a third-
generation Solon farmer who proudly farmed and
raised livestock his entire life, beginning with his
father and ending with his wife and children. He was a
member of the Johnson County Pork Producers and
many other livestock and farming organizations
throughout his career. His hobbies included mushroom
hunting, raccoon hunting with his dogs, polka music,
attending community breakfasts, fish fry dinners and
kolache festivals, and at the top of his list were
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and family
gatherings. His favorite being the annual Thanksgiving
family get-together he and his wife Linda hosted for
years. Jim’s consistent response to “I love you Jim”
was “I love you more,” well Jim WE ALL “LOVE YOU
MORE.”

James is survived by his wife Linda; his children
Linda (Brian) Bourgeois, Janet (Bud) Cavanah, Susan
(Ron) Tremblay, James (Brenda) Koss Jr., Tiffany Koss,
Jody (James) Miller, Jamie (Matt) Smith, and Dustin
Koss; his 14 grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; his
sisters Nancy (Mark) Heathman and Bonnie Lacina; his
sister-in-law Nancy Nelson; as well as his nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, his
brother Donald (Sheri) Koss, grandson Dayton Koss,
brother-in-law Ray Lacina, brother-in-law Dan Nelson,
and niece Tammy Heathman.

Memorials may be directed to St. Mary’s Catholic
Church or St. Bridget’s Foundation.

Online condolences may be expressed to the
family at www.broshchapel.com.

RENATE ILSE WINKLER RICHARDSON
Cedar Rapids

Renate Ilse Winkler
Richardson, 83, went home
to be with our Lord on Dec.
14, 2023, at home in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa surrounded by
her loving family. Private
family memorial service
has been scheduled after
Christmas.

Renate is survived by
her husband of 63 years,
Doran Richardson; her
daughter Linda (Chris) Kent
of Cedar Rapids;
granddaughter Chandler
Kent of Kansas City; granddaughter Kenedy Kent of
Cedar Rapids; grandson Jaegon (Jenna) Kent of Cedar
Rapids; great-grandsons Amir and Azai Kent; sisters
Hella Winkler Herr and Edith Mueller of Germany;
brother Juergen Winkler of Germany. She was
preceded in death by her parents Ottmar and Elsa
Winkler; father-in-law and mother-in-law Wayne and
Amber Alderson; sister Irmgard Winkler; brothers
Reinhold Winkler and Kurt Winkler, all of Germany.

Renate was born Feb. 13, 1940, in Pforzheim,
Germany, to parents Ottmar and Elsa Winkler. She
attended and graduated school in Pforzheim, Germany,
where she later met and married her loving husband
Doran Richardson. Renate and Doran were united in
marriage on Sept. 17, 1960, at the Schlosskirche in
Pforzheim, Germany. God blessed them with a
daughter, Linda Richardson Kent, on Jan. 1, 1968.
Renate loved her family more than anything and was
incredibly devoted to providing a loving home. Renate
showed her sacrificial love by moving to the United
States with her husband Doran and young daughter,
Linda, in October 1975.

Renate loved life to its fullest and it was on full
display every year at the Amana Colonies Oktoberfest
where you could find her dressed in her finest German
dirndl and Doran in his lederhosen, dancing and
celebrating every year with friends and family. Renate
included her daughter Linda (Chris) and grandchildren
in the experience and throughout the years, you could
find photos of them in the paper and advertisements for
Amana Colonies Oktoberfest. Renate loved her regular
trips to the Ox Yoke to share some fun with Bill and
Suzie.

Renate was our “Omi” and while she was gifted in
so many things, her cooking was a culinary experience
that took you to southern Germany and became
legendary throughout our family and friends. If you
ever provided a favor to Omi, it was almost certainly
returned with a meal and you immediately started
looking for another favor to provide. Above all, our
Omi brought us great joy and love for the many years
she blessed this earth and her legacy lives on in all of
her family.

GERARD "JERRY" GREEN
Earlham

Gerard "Jerry" Green, age 66,
peacefully passed away at his home in
Earlham, Iowa, surrounded by his loving
family on Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023.

Born on Sept. 29, 1957, on the island
of Oahu, Jerry's early years were shaped
in Kailua, where he fostered his passion
for surfing and a deep appreciation for his
Hawaiian heritage.

At the age of 19, Jerry embarked on a dedicated
military career, joining the Army in 1976. His service
spanned diverse assignments, including the 82nd
Airborne Division, the 25th Infantry in Hawaii, the
Berlin Brigade (where he witnessed the fall of the
Berlin Wall), a stint in D.C., and active involvement in
the Croatian–Bosnia Conflict. Jerry concluded his 22-
year military journey with the Special Forces group.

In 1999, he transitioned to a second career with
State Farm, initially as a financial consultant in
Maryland and later as a State Farm agent in Cedar
Rapids. Jerry found fulfillment in making a positive
impact on people's lives through his work. Passionate
about honoring veterans, he served as the area
coordinator for the Quilts of Valor organization in
Cedar Rapids for many years.

Outside of his professional commitments, Jerry
cherished moments spent with his family. His
infectious positivity and warm smile left a lasting
impression on everyone he encountered. Jerry is
survived by his wife, Debra; two sons, Chad Dannewitz
(Whitney Sanders) and Cole Dannewitz (Shay
Formanek); one daughter, Lehua Knight (Justin); two
granddaughters, Hannah and Addie Dannewitz; sister
and brother-in-law, Connie and Dan Curtis; sister-in-
law Diane Green; nieces and nephews, Christina Green,
Christine Copeland (Mark), Josh Curtis (Audra), Joe
Curtis (Kristina), Alex Curtis, along with numerous
great-nieces and -nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Marie
and Roy, and brother Tom.

A celebration of Jerry's life will be held at the
King of Kings Church in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on
Saturday, Dec. 30, at 11 a.m. Prior to the service, a
visitation will take place at 9:30 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be directed to
the Gift of Life Transplant House (705 2nd Street SW,
Rochester, MN 55902) or Freedom Stitchers and Quilts
of Valor (QOVF P.O. Box 91, Winterset, IA 50273), with
a designation for Freedom Stitchers of Iowa #19860 or
the General Fund.

The interment of ashes will occur at the Iowa
Veterans Cemetery in Van Meter, Iowa. The specific
date is yet to be determined.

EARLY HOLIDAY DEADLINES
Due to early press starts related to the Christmas Day
holiday, the obituary submission deadline for Monday,
Dec. 25 and Tuesday, Dec. 26, is 1 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 24.
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JAMES “JIM” LEROY CAVINESS
Fairfax

James “Jim” LeRoy
Caviness, 87, of Fairfax,
Iowa, was called home by
God on Dec. 19, 2023. After
facing the challenges of a
hemorrhagic stroke in 2017,
Jim coped with its effects
for his remaining years. His
wife, Percy, provided loving
care for six years at home
before he moved to West
Ridge Care Center, where
he received excellent care.
There will be a Celebration
of Life on May 11 from 2 to
4:30 p.m. at Shuey’s Restaurant and Lounge in
Shueyville.

Jim was born on Aug. 29, 1936, to Forrest and
Florence (Briggs) Caviness in Iowa City. He graduated
in 1954 from Roosevelt High School in Cedar Rapids.
This is where he met Percy Klumpar. They were
married in 1956. Jim is a member of Salem United
Methodist Church.

Jim had a love for softball, earning him a place in
both the Iowa and Cedar Rapids Men's Fastpitch
Softball Hall of Fame. The highlight was when his team
won the USA National Tournament and represented the
United States in the World Tournament in Manila,
Philippines, in 1972.

Jim co-owned The Westside Lounge for many
years, forging lasting friendships while enjoying
Hawkeye games and golf outings.

A member of Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 125,
Jim spent most of his years working at Modern Piping.

Vacations with family and friends were a
cherished tradition, especially Colorado for skiing and
Cancun for sun and margaritas.

In retirement, Jim kept busy with home
improvements and intarsia, creating intricate wooden
wall hangings that now adorn the homes of family and
friends. He also enjoyed watching his grandchildren in
their sporting activities.

Jim is survived by Percy and three children, Ron
(Mary), John (Connie), and Carol (Benny) Reiger. He
has four grandchildren, Kelly (Bryan) Hamilton,
Andrew, Jordan (Kiyla), and Brent (Bryana), as well as
six great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his daughter, Cathy
Jo, and his sister, Joanne (Waychoff) Gaffney.

In recent years Jim has wanted to help the
homeless. To honor Jim's memory, the family requests
that, in lieu of flowers, donations be made to Willis
Dady Homeless Services at 1247 Fourth Ave. SE, Cedar
Rapids, IA 52403.

Online condolences may be directed to the family
at www.cedarmemorial.com under Obituaries.

The deadline for obituary and death notice information to
appear in the next day’s paper is 1 p.m. Sunday- Friday and
1p.m.Friday for Sunday publication.Deathnotice information
including name, age, residence, date of death and name
of funeral home handling arrangements are published as
news items in the daily index free of charge. Arrangements
pending and all other obituary material will be published
for 50 cents per word. Pictures are $10, $25 and $45 for
black and white photos; $35, $50 and $75 for color photos.

Prepayment is required. For more information,
call 319-398-8221 or email Obits@TheGazette.com
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