Obituaries

Andrew, Steven R.

Steven R. Andrew

Steven R. Andrew, 63, of Cedar Rapids, won his final victory in life, crossing home to be with
Jesus on Thursday, July 25, 2013. A Celebration of Life service will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday,
Aug. 3, at Cedar Valley Bible Church. Private family inurnment: Cedar Memorial Park
Cemetery. Friends may call at Cedar Memorial Park Funeral Home from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday.

Survivors include his wife, Josie; a daughter, Melanie (David) Lynch of Bettendorf; two sons,
Quinn (Nicole) and Joel, both of Cedar Rapids; two sisters, Jeanette (Ron) Anderson of Decorah
and Barb (Dick) Sharp of Geneva, Ill.; and two grandchildren, Scott and Spencer.

He was preceded in death by his parents.

Steve was born May 17, 1950, in Cedar Rapids, the son of Everett and Roberta Hartung Andrew.
He married Josie M. Eattoni on July 7, 1973, in Illinois. Steve worked in sales at the Ar-Jay
Center for over 30 years.

He was a faithful attendee at the Cedar Valley Bible Church. He achieved national recognition in
fast pitch softball. Throughout his 20 years of participation, he was on two championship teams
in 1971 with Welty Way and in 1987 with Teleconnect. He was inducted into the Iowa Softball
Hall of Fame in 1993. He continued his love for the game playing slow pitch softball with his
sons and church.

Steve was a wonderful husband, father, grandfather and friend. His memory will be cherished by
all who knew and loved him.

A memorial fund has been established.

Please leave a message or tribute to the Andrew family on the Web page,
www.cedarmemorial.com under Obituaries.
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CEDAR RAPIDS — Steve Andrew, one of the most celebrated softball players in Cedar Rapids’
rich fast-pitch past, died of cancer Thursday at age 63.

“Rookie,” as he was known from his first playing days to his last, was a member of three of the
greatest fast-pitch teams to come out of this town. He helped win national titles with Welty Way
in 1971 and Teleconnect in 1987 and was a member of the 1980 national runner-up Midwest
Galleries team.

“He was Mr. Softball in my mind,” said LeRoy Wegmann, a member of the Teleconnect team
that won the International Softball Congress World title.

“We had three or four of the best players in the game,” said Jim Caviness, who managed Andrew
and Welty Way to the *71 Amateur Softball Association national title. “And Steve was one of
them. He was just a heck of a ballplayer ... he could do everything.”

For Ed White, a teammate with Welty Way and Midwest Galleries, Andrew was that and much
more.

“He was my best friend,” said White, who was by Andrew’s side Thursday. “He was just a
wonderful Christian human being.”

Andrew started playing fast-pitch shortly after a standout prep career at Mount Vernon High
School.

“We picked him up from a town team out of Mount Vernon,” Caviness said. He was an instant
smash and became “Rookie” as a member of a veteran team.

“He had a couple, three tremendous years for us,” Caviness said.

Andrew moved on to King Richards, Midwest Galleries and, eventually, became player/manager
for Teleconnect.

“He was such a clutch hitter,” said friend and former teammate Steve Anderson, who recalled a
story when Andrew called his shot at the 1986 ISC World tournament. With his team down in
the bottom of the seventh, Andrew was facing an 0-2 count against one of the game’s top
pitchers. Andrew called time and walked back to the dugout.

“He said ‘boys, take your shoes off, I'm hitting the next one out of here,”” Anderson said. “He
did. We won it with a walk-off homer.”

Andrew played in six national tournaments, six world tournaments and three Olympic Festivals.
A two-time Major Open league batting champ, he was one of the best third basemen in the
country, winning All-World selection twice and All-American honors once.



“He was born to play third base,” Anderson said.

“He was beyond Cedar Rapids good,” said Ralph Palmer, a former softball great and Andrew’s
boss at the Ar-Jay Center for more than 20 years.

“Steve was a man of principles in the way he spoke and the actions of how he lived,” Palmer
said.

“He was just a wonderful person,” White added.



